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“Captivating” is the word to describe my first impression of
Miss Nakajima’s work, when | first met. What is it? The more |
seek the meaning of it by putting into certain words, the more | fail.

When people encountered unfamiliar object, we instantaneously
try to decode every information of its shape, color, texture and
scent by using all senses. If the object seems familiar to
something else, we feel relieved. Being identical, being able to
give some meaning to it or representing any symbol could
develop some common recognition to understand what it is
without any suspicion. On the contrary, not being identical or
not being able to decode any information from it would bring
one anxiety. It requires coping how to read works, but should |
tackle or escape from it.

| try mimicking her drawing, since | can’t figure out by just
thinking in my head. Of course, it doesn’t look like her drawing.
Her work touches on physicality, but when | try to describe it
into words or mimic it, it will fade out. Perhaps, the work is in
the midst of capturing something indescribable. What have
drawn here are the hand marks of “capturing the process”, not
something that had already “captured”.

Right from the very beginning, what is the role of graphic
design and illustration? What Miss Nakajima created here
makes me think of current and future roles of these artistic
forms. Her work isn’t about antithesis toward a work that has clear
intention and expression, a work that has close relationship
with society or a work that is easily read the context. Because
of these aspects, language and rational process could take
away or leave something important behinds, which is an
undeveloped vein. Nonetheless, | am captivated by the line and
shape of her work, which are trying to capture these important

aspects.

Daijiro Ohara (Graphic designer)
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Draw something unknown

This was my rule when | started this project a year ago.
However, | barely follow the rule after a year.

It is because what is important to me would change by following
the pattern for a long time. What | am trying to repeat is “to
think hard” and “to use hands,” seeing what is beyond this
process.

| named “ Leisure “ as for the show title, wishing to meet
something unknown, like the excitement of searching for

unknown place by following this process, like spinning yarn.

The booklet is mainly composed with early drawings when |
started this project a year ago.

| draw one “something” on a sheet of paper with a pencil,
leaving what‘s “ something” means behind for the time being.
Then, | scan these drawings to digitize and to coloring between
the pencil lines by using the Photoshop.

These are drawings, which made by such easy process.

When | view these “something” on my monitor, they suddenly
appeared to be like some creature. They confused me.

Akane Nakajima
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Akane Nakajima

Born in 1992. 2014 grand prize for the 11th graphics “1_Wall”
competition, Guardian garden gallery. 2015 graduated from
Musashino Art University, Collage of Art and Design, Dept. of
Visual communication design.
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Guardian Garden is a gallery operated by Recruit
Holdings Co.,Ltd. Since 1990, we have been focusing
on supporting young artists by providing the gallery
space and an opportunity and to show their work
through public competitions.

“1_WALL” is a new competition established when
“Hitotsubo Exhibition” was officially retired after 16
years. The new competition, which began in 2009 has
two categories, Graphic Art and Photography with
open calls twice a year. We invite forefront
professionals from the advertising, design, and
photography worlds to be jury members, which also
allows the judges to discover new talent and nurture
them with long-term care. The first round (portfolio
review) , second round (presentation review) and
the group show “1_WALL” (6 finalists) are held. The
winner, who is selected from the open public jury from
this group show, receives an opportunity to hold a
solo exhibition after one year of production along with
portfolio booklet.

In 2014, the 11th “1_WALL” Graphic Competition
selected Akane Nakajima as the winner. This booklet
is produced along with his solo show after one year of
being selected.

Guardian Garden

M The 11th"1_WALL" Graphic Competition
Exhibition

September 29 - October 23, 2014

Juries

Koji lyama (Art director, Graphic designer)

Daijiro Ohara (Graphic designer)

Jun Tsuzuki (lllustrator, Graphic designer)

Kuniko Nagasaki (lllustrator)

Kiyonori Muroga (Editor-in-chief of IDEA design
magazine)
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