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Guardian Garden is a gallery operated by Recruit Hold-
ings Co., Ltd. Since 1990, we have been focusing on
supporting young artists by providing the gallery space
and an opportunity and to show their work through
public competitions.

“1_WALL” is a new competition established when “Hitot-
subo Exhibition” was officially retired after 16 years. The
new competition, which began in 2009 has two catego-
ries, Graphic Art and Photography with open calls twice
a year. We invite forefront professionals from the adver-
tising, design, and photography worlds to be jury mem-
bers, which also allows the judges to discover new
talent and nurture them with long-term care. The first
round (portfolio review), second round(presentation
review)and the group show “1_WALL"(6 finalists)are
held. The winner, who is selected from the open public
jury from this group show, receives an opportunity to
hold a solo exhibition after one year of production along
with portfolio booklet.

In 2017, the 17th “1_WALL” Photography Competition
selected Yu Kawasaki as the winner. This booklet is
produced along with her solo show after one year of
being selected.

Guardian Garden

The 17th “1_WALL” Photography Competition Exhibition
October 31-November 24, 2017

Juries

Kotaro lizawa(Photography critic)

Risaku Suzuki(Photographer)

Arata Dodo(Photographer)

Kimi Himeno (Principal and director of AKAAKA Art Publishing)

Rei Masuda/(Chief curator at The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo)

The 17th “1_WALL" Photography Competition
Grand Prize : Yu Kawasaki

Solo Exhibition by Grand Prize Winner
“Scenes”

June 26 —July 13, 2018

Organizer Guardian Garden
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| used to walk alone in the neighborhood when | was a
child. The walkway was called “Greenroad,” locating by
the overpass of highway connecting Hokuriku and Kansai.
Opposite side from this overpass, the rice fields are
spreading and | could meet some frogs and larva. One
time, | coincidentally saw a moment of jumbo dragonfly
casting off its skin.

It was a perfect sunny Sunday morning in the fall. | was
walking on the Greenroad alone. | saw a skinny man
stirring up the drum can with a slender branch. The rustic
dull brown drum can was setting on top of bunt scrap
woods. | saw a smoke coming out. Then, the man noticed
me and said by slightly giggled.

“I am making a cloud right now.”

According to the man, a cloud is made from smoke, which
is caused by burning special timbers. The special timbers
is only available somewhere far away. The man is going
there now and asked me if | wanted to come with him. |
said yes to the man and about to get in his car.

Then, somebody was grabbing my arm to pull out to
rescue me. Who yell the man to stop abducting, was it my
father, mother or my sister or —. | remembered every-
thing from the pain of my arm, a person who yelled, to the
touch of sweaty palm, and even who it was.

Yu Kawasaki
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When | first saw Yu Kawasaki’s portfolio | was hunted by
indescribable feeling whether | saw a powerful and
earnest face or something strange indication or something
suburban like landscape. It was like agitating the root and
the place of “Family picture” by showing up both breezi-
ness and peculiarity.

This “Family” is not just a family, but it exists in the space
within human interaction: sometimes in the sunset of rice
paddy, sometimes in the scattered tools, it shows a sense
of untasted existence. | sensed the photographer himself
sacrifice by “unable to do it” against the photographed
world. Like everyone else, he must have gone through up
and down. It is the marking of sharing such time. And, still
the days are continuing yet to reel in and facing upward. In
Kawasaki’s photographic work “Family, " it nurses fluctua-
tion yet hold unreachable dazzling moment.

Every time when Kawasaki returns home, he walks around
in the range of 2 km by equipping camera gears. It's a
mundane flat suburban landscape, the contemporary
scenery of stillness. He portrays the landscape as it is by
piling each scene. Adding newer works to the original
portfolio, the series became more disturbed to swallow up
people, things and landscape. Family and home are too
far from any events. However, | strain my eyes to some-
thing indescribable, the double actions of Kawasaki’s
existence at home and photographing them, which silently
emerge.

The series “Scenes” lies where beyond the unfinished
landscape.

Himeno Kimi,
Principal and director of AKAAKA Art Publishing
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Yu Kawasaki

1985 Born in Shiga

2009 Graduated from Waseda University,
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
2013 Graduated from Hitotubashi University,
Graduate School of Language and Society
2017 Grand prize for the 17th “1_Wall”
photography competition
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“1_WALL" Competition Grand Prize Series

Graphics

01 HEEMEH | Isamu Gakiya
02 RBHEE % | Manami Hayasaki
03 #E%LE | Midori Sakakibara
04 HE—1E | Kazuhiro Ishihara
05 ## R | Ryohei Saito

06 HF & | Go Tanaka

07 KP9% | Hikari Daimon

08 THEF | Yukiko Shimono

09 FAE | Ai Teramoto

10 LEE KAN KYO | Lee Kan Kyo
11 F&HH 4 | Akane Nakajima
12 Aokid | Aokid

13 &O# R | Norio Taniguchi

14 B TE | Kohei Sekigawa

15 LM F | Sawako Kageyama
16 BEH &4 | Akina Tokiyoshi
17 #%H %K | Honda Ayano

Photography

01 fhiLf % | nakayamashimai
02 #HMHEA# | Daisuke Yokota
03 £ | Mizuki Kin

04 MiE= | Naoyuki Hata

05 j&X#&E | Yuki Shimizu

06 B EMH | Yuki Kumagai

07 #HHE#%% | Emi Nakata

08 2H%A | Natsuki Kuroda
09 BEFEMEA | Yuto Kasai

10 WTFE# | Tatsuya Yamashita
11 EHEEH | Shiho Yoshida

12 KK | Yoh Aoki

13 jHZ E % | Masashi Urashiba
14 {EEAREF | Mayuko Sato
15 HF K# | Daisuke Tanaka
16 F##EE | Kenji Chiga

17 NliE# | Yu Kawasaki
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Yu Kawasaki
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