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The 20th “1_WALL” Graphics Competition Grand Prize Winner
Moe Yamauchi Exhibition: “Approaching Graphics”

Moe Yamauchi won the Grand Prize at the tender age of 20 for her endearing images of anthropomorphic
kettles depicted, with clear intent, as if by coarse computer graphics, plus her catchy title theoretically
reinforcing that endearing quality: “Approaching Graphics.” Her images depicted as though by coarse
computer graphics apparently trace their roots to the promotional videos typical of the genre of music known
as “vaporwave,” which Yamauchi became hooked on when she was in high school. Vaporwave is music that,
in the context of the 2000s, borrows, alters and produces, with mixed feelings of adoration and criticism, the
slightly mindless culture of the 1980s and 1990s, when personal computers came to the fore and the world
became so much more consumption-oriented. In vaporwave’s promotional videos, into backgrounds
dominated by abstraction - visible grid lines, for example - were placed objects such as palm trees and
plaster figures. From the standpoint of the history of painting, they are truly incomplete landscapes. And yet,
for the generation born after the emergence of such incomplete landscapes, the very act of calling such
landscapes incomplete would likely strike them as unsettling. So they probably think it's their role to
revalidate the realm in which artificially created incompleteness is, on the contrary, perceived as being
complete. Here is another way of putting it. Whereas previously it was possible to be surprised by the
weirdness of something that was familiar, now, instead, one has to start out from the situation that weird
things are familiar. And within such a situation, one has to consider what role painting should play and how
graphics should be. What Yamauchi has done is to take such issues upon herself. Whether the results are
successful is uncertain. After all, she’s still a university student studying painting. Still, | think there’s value
in looking at what she produces. One reason | think that way is the ineffable sense of design demonstrated
by her portfolio, which | was able to take in hand during the judging session. Another is the atmosphere
palpable in Yamauchi’s music recorded at home, which we can hear at
https://soundcloud.com/totemo-benki.

Kenjiro Hosaka (Curator, The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo)

If facial expressions were placed there,

How would you feel, and what expression would come on your face?
And so | arrange them, wanting to know the answer.

It's OK, | think, to have that kind of approach to communication.
The expression on your face when these objects suddenly appear
before you surely wouldn’t be something fabricated.

Even if you don’t understand contemporary art,

even if you have no interest in “the arts,”

inevitably there’s a genuine reaction transcending words lurking within you.
You can respond in any way you like:

with a feeling of creepiness, or a wry grin, or unabashed anger.

The communication between you and my works has already begun.

Moe Yamauchi
Moe Yamauchi

Born in 1998. Currently studying at Musashino Art University, with a concentration in 0il Painting.
Winner of the Grand Prize in the 20th “1_WALL” Graphics Competition (2019).

Since its opening in 1990, Guardian Garden has undertaken a variety of activities to provide young creative
artists opportunities and a venue to exhibit their works. At the center of the gallery’s activities are
exhibitions of works chosen from open calls for entries by any aspiring talent. The “1_WALL" series of open
competitions was launched in 2009, alternating between graphic and photographic categories each held
twice every year. The competitions commence with judging of all entrants portfolios, followed by one-on-one
discussions of the portfolios of entrants selected in the first round. The field is then narrowed down to 6
finalists who then participate in a “1_WALL” group exhibition. During the exhibition, a panel of judges
performs a final round of judging, open to public viewing, and a Grand Prize winner is chosen. The winner is
awarded the privilege of holding a solo exhibition at the gallery after a preparation period of one year.

This leaflet was prepared in conjunction with the solo exhibition of Moe Yamauchi, the Grand Prize winner in
the 20th “1_WALL” Graphics Competition held in 2019.

20th “1_WALL” Graphics Competition Grand Prize: Moe Yamauchi
Grand Prize Winner's Solo Exhibition: “Approaching Graphics”
January 15 (Wed) - February 8 (Sat), 2020 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays. Admission free.

Organizer: Garden Guardian

Judges: Yuri Uenishi (art director/graphic designer), Atsuki Kikuchi (graphic designer),
Dainippon Type Organization, June Tsuzuki (illustrator),
Kenjiro Hosaka (chief curator at The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo)
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Recruit Holdings Co., Ltd.
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