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st .F_|<<>_|E, Photography Exhibition Grand Prize Winner Ryu lka _mx:_U:_oﬂ.H.‘.tJ:m Second Seeing”

2 a’s photos are, with the exception of using a flash, relatively free of artificial interventions. But it’s for that
iBason that her phatos have a vivid theatrical aspect and fictitiousness. And this is related to the very ontology
&f photography, i.e.#hat photos inherently create a world within a world.

Photography is a mechanism for making vignettes of the world. It is the emergence of another,
within our world. As such, all photographs express a world nested inside another world. Like “The Truman
in which the life of Truman, played by Jim Carrey, is played out as a show on a set for all the
the world-inside-another-world aspect of photography must, inevitably and partl
But here we find the duality of truth and falsehood: a “show” about a “true man.” Ryu’s photos, in the same way,
provide us a glimpse at fictitious truth.

Ryu won the Grand Prize for “Big Brother is Watching You,” in which she sees herself in the Big Brother
featured in George Orwell’'s 1984 — which in terms of watching human behavior is similar to “The Truman Show”
- watching over citizens’ every move. In these times of the COVID-19 global pandemic, whether or not the
Grand Prize winner’s solo ehibition will take place without a hitch is cause for concern. What’s more
concerning is that mo<m33m2ﬁ5::a the world are using this pander
powers of governing and surveilfince. “Big Brother” is becoming a reality.

Ryu continues to shoot the wofld nested inside another world and to have a strong interest in the relationship
between seeing and being seen, and perhaps it's just by accident that her photography became synchronous
with the current situation. Her phot@s, of course, do not directly suggest this. And yet, the timing is not totally
unrelated either. Her photos respondto the reality that we are all becol

“other” world
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Ryu lka
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Pto Festival. She also held two solo exhibitions that year:
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hina, and graduated from Musashino Art University in 2020. In 2019 she won Grand Prize in the 21st “1_WALL” Photography Competition.ahd

B has undertaken a variety of activities to provide young creative a

tists opportu

bition at the gallery after a preparation period of one year.
Pesignerand Artist), Rika Noguchi (Photographer), Kimi Himeno (Principal and director of AKAAKA AFtPublishing
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Why do | wear clothes every day?
Why can’t | do bad things in places th:

Why am | able to a_:ﬂn‘m:zm»m between
LN

Whenever | look at mOEMmE:@_ that somethirt itaneously is looking at me,
so | can never be free: _uimvw from inside myS@i¥split off a second self (other),
enabling me to “reconsidexs 3< own existence.

N
I’'m watching. Sh
I’'m being watched.
The one being watched is being watched too.

To constrain one's complete self, performance is necessary.
That’s how society is formed

The curtain rose again today.
It's my turn on stage.

Ryu lka
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f Life Were Given” at Fugensha (Higashi-ginza, Tokyo) and “Puzzle Mapping”-at )Z_)O UBEQm%m:wf
P exhibitions, and 12 of her works are included in the permanent collection of Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Arts.

ies and a venue to exhibit their.

vorks /

hibitions of works chosen from open calls for entries by any aspiring talent. The “1_WALL” series of open no‘jnm:zo:m was ,m::ng 2099, /
3 categories each held twice every year. The competitions commence with judging of all entrants’ portfolios . B,

folios Offentrants selected in the first round. The field is then narro:
gfinal rotind of judging, open to public viewing, and a Grand Prize winner is chosen

W

wed down to 6 finalists who then participate in a “1_WALL" group exhibjon.
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