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Even at this moment, phenomena, including fleeting ones, continue to occur around the
world. On each occasion I sense the presence of gods, and I connect with them using
photography as my tool. Today, I create with a focus on the depopulated area of Wakayama
Prefecture where I grew up, my theme being changing immutability. The scents of the sea
and greenery come to me, riding the wind in the form they were meant to be, and the form
I want them to be. This complex process, taking lives from the earth, sharing them, and
transforming them to capital. Beasts, plants, people, fish, sea, mountains---. What do all
living creatures see, and where are they going? The status quo in which one is weeded out

unless one changes form in keeping with the times, and the need to maintain it. In this way,

i

what we hold dear today is gradually transforming and changing in appearance. From the

o

gap between change and universality, using photography I proclaim images and truths.
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Grand Prize Winner’s Solo Exhibition

Hinata Okazaki “Seeing the Past in the Present, for the Future”

May 23 (Tue) - Jun 24 (Sat),2023 11:00a.m.-7:00p.m.
Closed Sundays. Admission free.
Organizer : Guardian Garden

The Grand Prize winner of the final “I_WALL” competition, an ongoing event since 2009, was Hinata
Okazaki, who, at 20, was the youngest winner ever. She left her remote mountain village in Wakayama
Prefecture, where ancient customs and rituals remain, to learn photography in Tokyo, a change she says
inspired her to take a new look at the hometown so familiar to her. Her lens is directed at its mountains and
rivers, at the everyday workings of the community tied to the sea, and at the people who live while keeping
their close ties with Shinto and Buddhist deities and ancestors. In the snap photos she captures in an instant,
the accumulated times from the past also appear like visions in double exposure. One might also say she
skillfully captures moments when linear time wavers and a different time frame suddenly invades. The skill
with which Okazaki links one image to another image that isn't there, is like that of a seasoned snap shooter.
Here too is a budding artist of the kind the “1_WALL” series aimed for. Masashi Kohara (Curator)

Hinata Okazaki

Born in 2002.
Currently enrolled in the Department of Photography and Communication (Photography Expression Course)
at Japan Institute of Photography and Film. Member of Atelier Rickenbacker photography tutorial.

2019 Winner of 26th National High School Photo Competition (Shashin Koshien)

2021-22 “T3 Student Project” finalist
2022 Solo exhibition at ARTAOTA ARLES, event held simultaneous with Les Rencontres d’Arles
2022 25th “1_WALL” Photography Competition Grand Prize winner

25th“1_WALL” Photography Competition
Grand Prize : Hinata Okazaki
Judges : Masashi Kohara (Curator)
Yuri Suyama (Designer)
Sayaka Takahashi(Gallery Director of PGI)
Nao Tsuda (Photographer)
Rika Noguchi(Photographer)

Since its opening in 1990, Guardian Garden has undertaken a variety of activities to provide young creative artists
opportunities and a venue to exhibit their works. At the center of the gallery’s activities are exhibitions of works chosen
from open calls for entries by any aspiring talent. The “I_WALL” series of open competitions was launched in 2009,
alternating between graphic and photographic categories each held twice every year. The competitions commence with
judging of all entrants’ portfolios, followed by one-on-one discussions of the portfolios of entrants selected in the first
round. The field is then narrowed down to 5 finalists who then participate in a “I_WALL” group exhibition. During the
exhibition, a panel of judges performs a final round of judging, open to public viewing, and a Grand Prize winner is chosen.
The winner is awarded the privilege of holding a solo exhibition at the gallery after a preparation period of one year.

This leaflet was prepared in conjunction with the solo exhibition of Hinata Okazaki, the Grand Prize winner in the 25th
“1_WALL” Photography Competition held in 2022.
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